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Giralang locals have been waiting to
pop down to the shops for 15 years
and tomorrow they’ll finally get their
chance. Giralang Cafe will be first to
»take orders at the new complex, while
the IGA is set to open in the coming
weeks. “There’s been people coming
in each day and I've been able to give
them tours around the shop. It’s been
very exciting,” owner Garry Gill said.
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Gill Holdings' Garry, left, and Jim Gill,
and IGA manager Harry Singh.

Inset: The closed-off shops in 2021
Pictures by Keegan Carroll, Graham Tidy

BRINDABELLA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE [Hundreds of thousands spent, company insolvent since 2021

Derby, dog and the dough

tacted on Thursday but he

declined to comment.
According to the report,

the company owed creditors,

policy of offering discounts
of up to 11 per cent on an-
nual tuition fees, which ex-
acerbated the company's fi-

directors’ duties could be
characterised as "reckless,
dishonest, or intentional",
and therefore "may warrant

‘The former chair of the
board, Greg Zwajgenberg,
and other directors were
found to have possibly

the Kentucky Derby, accord-

ing to the creditors' report.
‘The company behind the

school, Brindabella Chris-

Lucy Arundell

BRINDABELLA  Christian
College spent more than

$460,000 on its infamous ro-
bot dog and the related trip
to the US by board directors,
which included three days at

tian Education Limited, was
insolvent from at least Janu-
ary 2021 according to admin-
istrators at Deloitte,

breached their duties un-
der the Corporations Act.
The report's authors stated
that some breaches of the

further investigation by ASIC
with a view to potential crim-
inal prosecution”.

Mr Zwajgenberg was con-

including staff, parents and
the ATO, $12,226,625. One
breach identified by the re-
port authors was the school's

nancial strain, leaving it "in a
position from which it could
not realistically recover".
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Derby, the dog and the dough: report

I From Page 1

Upon the ATO's issuing
of penalty notices totalling
$5.8 million in November
and December 2024, the
directors became personally
liable as the company didn't
have the funds to pay.

Total tuition fees of about
$4 million were accepted by
the school at the end of 2024,
without signed financial
accounts or complete books
and records, demonstrat-
ing a "reckless disregard for
proper financial manage-
ment",

"Further, based on our in-
vestigations, it appears that
the discounted fees were
motivated primarily by a
desire to relieve the directors
of personal liability," the re-
port read.

"These payments appear
to have prioritised the di-
rectors’ personal financial
interests over those of the
company and its creditors,
‘The  significant  discount
offered led to a substantial
reduction in fee revenue
than would otherwise have

Brindabella Christian College purchased a robotic dog from Boston Dynamics for its
technology curriculum, Picture supplied

been received.”

Another breach included
the purchase of the infamous
robot dog and associated
travel, paid for when the

company was "clearly insol-
vent" and had accrued $2.1
million in unpaid fees for late
super payments to staff.
Business class travel to

Boston for five people to
purchase the robot dog was
paid for by the company,
including Mr Zwajgenberg's
continued travel to Munich,

Therobot...
had no clear
link to the
College's
curriculum.
From the creditors’

report

Doha, Perth, and Melbourne.

Accommodation for the
group added up to $39,053
over a 12-night period, with
five days spent at a "board
retreat" and three days spent
attending the Kentucky Der-
by Festival in April 2024,

The robot dog
and  associated
cost  USD$221,350,
AUDS$336,556.

"The robot was not a core
operational requirement
and had no clear link to
the College's curriculum or
educational outcomes," the
report read.

"The total expenditure of
over $460,000 -including

itself
training
about

business class flights, ex-
tended overseas travel, and
luxury accommodation- was
substantial and  appears
disproportionate given the
Company's financial con-
straints."

Other possible offences
from the board directors in-
clude the amendments to the
company's constitution in
January 2025, which sought
to remove their liability, and
the failure to address nu-
merous 'Show Cause' notices
issued by the government
with regard to the company's
fitness to be the approved
authority for the college.

Between 2021 and 2024,
about $30,000 was also do-
nated to the Liberal Party
on a company credit card
held by Mr Zwajgenberg.
Registered  charities  are
prohibited from supporting
political parties.

‘The college also had an
unauthorised citation  of
'Peacewise’ as a provider of
whistleblowing services on
the website in 2020, when
this was not correct,



