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Two more capital venues go pokie-free

Jasper Lindell

TWO more venues in the
ACT have completely
ditched poker machines as
part of a scheme that has
successfully cut the number
of licences by almost 30 per
centin seven years.

But now the government
will need to find ways to
cut nearly 2500 more poker
machines from the territory
over the next two decades
after reaching its goal of
having 3500 licences by
July 1.

‘The Statesman Hotel in
Curtin and the Canberra
Bowling Club in Forrest
are the latest two venues
to voluntarily surrender all
of their remaining poker
machine licences

‘The Bowling Club's pres-

ident, David Kimber, said
the club was investing the
returns from the surrender
scheme into a live music
setup and plans for a large
deck to open up an outdoor
hospitality space.

"We are also taking this
opportunity to bring forward
areview of our medium to
long-term future, We are
looking at how we make our-
selves ainable, and what
sort of club we will be with
alternatives to pokies and
gambling," Mr Kimber said.

"We recognise the need to

We are looking at how we make
ourselves sustainable.

Canberra Bowling Club president David Kimber

‘The government said 28
venues surrendered gaming
machine authorisations as
part of the $5.145 million
voluntary scheme, which
paid $15,000 for every
licence surrendered and
$20,000 a licence to venues
that entirely abandoned

Paterson said the voluntary
surrender scheme had been
acrucial step in supporting
venues to diversify their
businesses away from
electronic gaming ma-
chine revenue,

"It's especially pleasing to
see some venues taking the

build on our bowls-rel
revenue. The increased cash
reserve creates Opportu-
nities that we might not
otherwise have had to invest
in new strategic directions
and broaden our sources

of revenue."

poker mack

‘The Vikings Group and
the Canberra Southern
Cross Club surrendered 40
licences, while the Canberra
Raiders Sports Club Group
surrendered 38,

Gaming Minister Marisa

pp 10 go pokie-free,
providing great examples
to the community and club
sector that there is a strong
future for clubs without
machines," Dr Paterson said.

Dr Paterson said the

sector had come a long

way since the start of the
surrender scheme in 2016,

"I think there's a huge
opportunity for a sustaina-
ble, thriving club sector in
the ACT that s diverse and
has a range of offerings for
the public and community
and, you know, moving away
from the harm caused by
poker machines," she said.

‘The ACT government had
committed to cutting poker
machine authorisations to
3500 machines by July 1,
2025, There are now 3494
authorisations, down from
4956 in 2018, the govern-
ment said.

Dr Paterson said the

2024 ACT election, Labor
promised to cut the number
of machines by 500 every
four years under a compul-
sory surrender scheme and
introduce cashless gaming
in 2026-27,

‘The government has
also put an inquiry into the
future of the ACT's clubs
sector to public tender, with
responses due back by May
20. The inquiry's terms of
reference call for recom-
mendations on how the club
industry can "significantly
reduce club reliance on
gambling revenue” over
20 years and for "practical
options, timeframes and

[

committed to reducing the
number of machines to 1000
by 2045.

Before the October

support the club industry, its
workforce and other affected
stakeholders during an
industry transition".
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Former Brindabella Christian College board chair Greg Zwajgenberg. Pictures by Karleen Minney, supplied

Claim ATO getting personal over $5.2m

Lanie Tindale

THE former board chair of Brindabella
Christian College claims he is being
personally pursued by the Tax Office for
$5.2 million.

Brindabella Christian Education Limited
is under voluntary administration, owing
more than 200 creditors at least $20.8
million. The wind-up was filed

atno cost, something is completely wrong
here," he wrote.

"The way the ATO want to play is 'l per-
sonally’, no other Director, gets hit for $5.2M
in ATO Debt [sic)."

Mr Zwajgenberg said he was issued a
director penalty notice on November 12,
2024,

‘The Australian Taxation Office does not

on specific or cases.

in the Federal Court in Ferbruary.

‘The Australian Tax Office is owed
$6.05 million.

Brindabella Christian Education Limited
is the charity which operated the school and
came under scrutiny from the tax office after
it racked up a $5 million dollar tax debt.

Greg Zwajgenberg has taken to social
media to claim the Tax Office is personally
pursuing him for $5.2 million.

"Having devoted and donated 23 years
of my life to Brindabella Christian College,

But a spokesperson did confirm that the
“Tax Office does pursue directors personally
for outstanding company debts,

"Company directors are responsible for
ensuring that the company's tax and super-
annuation obligations are reported and paid
ontime," they said.

"Where a company fails to pay ... the
directors of that company become personal-
ly liable for the outstanding debt."

‘The Tax Office can commence recovery
action against a director 21 days after issuing

adirector penalty notice, unless they take
action,

"This means we can recover these
amounts from an individual personally as
a current or former company director. We
may recover director penalties equally from
all company directors, depending on each
director's circumstances,” the spokesper-
son said.

‘The Tax Office can recover the amount
owed by issuing a garnishee notice, offset-
ting any available tax credits against the
director penalties or initiating legal recovery
proceedings against the director.”

Brindabella Christian College will change
ownership on May 13.

Administrators Deloitte have nominated
Christian Community Ministries as the
preferred new operator for the school.

Mr Zwajgenberg said Christian Commu-
nity Ministries "by all accounts look to be a
perfect fit for the future of the College".

Bulk-bill clinic
restarts patient
services

Lanie Tindale

THE Interchange Health in Tuggeranong is
able to see patients again.

‘The 100 per cent bulk-billing clinic closed
after entering voluntary administration on
April 9,

A private operator is taking over the clinic,
which has a large number of vulnerable pa-
tients.

A former staff member told The Canberra
Times they were concerned about the health
centre's working environment and finances
before it collapsed.

Administrators RSM Australia confirmed
patient services resumed on Friday under a
licence agreement with the new operator.

Existing patients will be contacted directly
by the operator regarding the return of ser-
vices, including further details on booking
appointments.

Patient Rowan Element said she is still
waiting patient on her records, nearly a
month after the clinic closed.

In an email from May 1, Ms Element said
she had filled out the appropriate patient re-
cord forms on April 11,

"I have complex chronic health issues and
require my medical records urgently," she
wrote. "Now I find myself in limbo. I need
an urgent dental procedure next week, but
because am immuno-compromised and on
blood thinners, I have to get a doctor to sign
off on this procedure.

"Ihe [dentist] is unable to proceed and in
the meantime has put me on antibiotics for
short-term care. I am sure I am only one of
thousands of patients experiencing difficul-
ties, perhaps much worse than mine, aban-
doned by a [medical practice).”

Administrators said the operator was in the
process of communicating with patients and
updating the website on Friday. The Labor
government promised to inject $3.8 million
into the clinic. The promised funding is con-
tingent on the clinic maintaining operations
for at least free years and remaining 100 per
cent bulk billed in that time.




