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to raise prices. Another shop which charged more Former board chair hearing for the first time on further action

vendor, Mr Jarman, said he than the usual price. If shops WIND-UP action against Greg Zwajgenberg said on Wednesday, March 26. Separately, Education
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Several other vendors either gov.au/newspaper/ have been ousted at the "unprecedented move" A Deloitte spokesperson further regulatory action

claimed that they knew page/11459726 troubled private school. because of governance would not answer specific against the school.

Meanwhile, the charities issues as well as delays to questions about the admin- She said she was consid-

regulator revealed that it is financial reporting. istration process. ering the response alongside
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the charity that operated
the school as the territory's
education minister con-
templates further regulato-
ry action,

In a rare media statement,
Australian Charities and
Not-for-profits Commis-
sioner Sue Woodward said
the regulator issued a show
cause notice to Brindabella
Christian Education Limited
on December 12, 2024,

It received a response on
February 3.

While the commissioner
did not say what action the
show cause notice proposed,
generally the regulator can
investigate breaches of
the ACNC Act or govern-
ance standards.

"Our regulatory approach
is to act firmly where vulner-
able people or significant
charity assets are at risk,
where there is evidence of
serious mismanagement or
misappropriation, or if there
is a serious or deliberate
breach of the ACNC Act or
ACNC Governance Stand-
ards," Ms Woodward said.

"We work with other
Australian government
agencies to support a whole
of government approach to
cross-jurisdictional matters,"

ed, it would have trans-
formed Australia's landscape
forever with a landmark
legal case, stripping boards
from charities, every school,
every church, everything,
therefore, we were una-
voidably thrown into a fight
for Christian justice," Mr
Zwajgenberg said.

‘The charities regulator
usually does not publicly
comment on its work but
Ms Woodward said the
commission was aware of
information in the public
domain and wished to make
a clarification,

Administrators Sal Algeri
and Sam Marsden, who
were appointed on March
5, have been listed by the
charities regulator as the
responsible people for
Brindabella Christian Edu-
cation Limited, replacing the
previous four directors and
the secretary.

Hearing set back
months

The Canberra Times
understands a Federal
Court hearing relating to the
Australian Taxation Office's
application to wind up the
school's proprietor will be
adjourned for a few months,

continuing to focus on the
financial management

and the governance of

the college, liaising with

key stakeholders, and
undertaking their statutory
obligations pursuant to the
Corporations Act,” a Deloitte
spokesperson said.

Over the past fortnight,
two of the former directors
who were also employees
of the school have been re-
moved from their positions.

Executive principal
Suzanne Power has left the
role with the new principal,
Peter Reuben, taking on
her position.

Business manager John
Clarke has also left his role
with those functions taken
over by the Deloitte team,

‘The non-executive direc-
tors were removed when the
school entered voluntary
administration.

Since the administrators
were appointed on March 5
staff have been paid on time
and the school has been
largely functioning as usual.

‘The 2023 financial report,
which was due in August last
year, has not been submit-
ted. The 2024 report will be
due at the end of June.

standards advisory board
but would not say when she
would decide whether or not
to take further action.

"It would be inappropriate
for me to provide further
comment or to disclose any
action while this process
is underway, however, it
is important to note the
show cause notice does not
contemplate cancelling the
school's registration," Ms
Berry said. "l acknowledge
this is an uncertain and
distressing time for the col-
lege community and I will
provide additional updates
when I can do so without
compromising the process."

An ACT government
spokesperson confirmed
the administrators met with
Education Directorate staff
to update them on the ex-
pression of interest process
for finding a new proprietor
for the school.

‘The spokesperson also
confirmed there is a way for
the school's registration to
be transferred from Brind-
abella Christian Education
Limited to a new entity.

‘The ACT government is
listed as a creditor through
the voluntary administra-
tion process.



